AUSTRALIA'S DRY HEART

MISSING DESERT ANIMALS
SPIKY SPINIFEX &
THE DESERT OAK HOTEL .
DESERT SPADEFOOT FROG
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Australia's Dry Heart

Australia is the driest continent on Earth, There's lots  This edition of the Junior Ranger Review is about some
of sunburnt country where not much rain falls, Large  of the fascinating animals and plante that live in the
chunks of the inland areas are desert but it's not lifeless.  dry parts of Australia,

Even In the dry red sands of the Simpson and Tanami  You can meet them at the new Alice Springs Desert
Deserts there are lots of healthy plants and active animals,  Park which opened in March.

Use this code to reveal the
" names of 2 residents of
Australia's Desert Country.
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We're not eating
that tough stuffl

More than a fifth of Australia is covered by spinifex. The
tough, spiky leaves can cope with the hot desert sun
and dry, barren sand.

Hardly anything will eat it. This little nocturnal creature |
is the exception. Unjumble the letters to spell its name.
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A lot of emall animals use spinifex for shelter. One of
them is a brightly coloured lizard about 20cm long. You
may spot this little speedster darting from one clump

of spinifex to another. Can you unjumble the letters

of its family name?
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What-bird-is-thai?

Use this number code to colour these two
birds of the desert sand country. Can you
unravel their names which are written in

mirror images? A

tor noamin

This desert nomad follows

no1w-yiint bepniw stidw

This little bloke pokes around in

saltbush for beetles, bugs and the erratic rain storms

that provide it with food
and water,

Desert Oak

Allocasuarina
decaisneana
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I' — Have you heard stories of fish falling from the
never ra I n s sky when it rains heavy in the desert country? It
& sounds far fetched but it has happened. For

bu' I' ou rs example, a lot of grunters about Scm long
® dropped out of the sky onte Hughenden airstrip

I during a storm In 1971, There are also stories of
® © © ) small fish getting sucked out of waterholes by

willy-willies and dumped in odd spots.

These cases are pretty unusual. There's a simpler
explanation of why you may see big fish in a new
waterhole after a desert storm.

When rain falls in Central Australia it usually
buckets down. The dry soil doesn't always absorb
the rain quickly and the countryside can become
covered in a sheet of water. Our desert fish quickly
take advantage of this water. They emerge from
the waterholes and swim along this film.
Unfortunately once the rain stops and the water
seeps away Into the soll, fish are left flapping
around on the ground. Some are lucky enough to

LANDCARE AUSTRALIA AWARDS 1007 [epsssisesypeimasyays

This would explain why fish appear in springs,

TELL US HOW YOU CARE FOR
THE LAND AND WIN!!

Entries for the 1997 Landcare Awards are now being
accepted in the following catalgmies:

- When water

bores and waterholes that dont connect up with
creeks. Fish don't fly!

® Education, °

® Local Government, ® Mature Conservation, h —

e Primary Producer, ® Individual, °|es d ry “P
e Community Group, e Catchment, and ' e e AN, O :

e Media, e Fire management. When water holes dry up the fish die. but their
® Business, eggs may survive in the mud that's left behind.

The winners of each category will win $1,000, a trophy, | | Herons tread in this mud which sticks to their
plus an all expenses paid trip to the NT Landcare Award ety R < A
presentation in Katherine. Winners of the national f@ms.q?gg__g_ﬁtaarﬁsdtaa.wateﬂmls whafe
categories will also receive an all expenses trip to they may hatch.
Canberra for the National Landcare Award presentation. ' =

The awards recognise significant contribution to
Landcare through the protection and management of our
natural resources.

For further information, contact your local Landcare
Officer; L= !
Darwin - Ph 89 99 4456 ““:"““l
Katherine - Ph 89 73 8819 Heron

Tennant Creek - Ph 89 62 4494 '

Alice Springs - Ph 89 51 8261

LANDCARE
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Have you ever tried to catch a small fish with your hands?
It's very difficult! Fish have special tubes of fluid that

run along each side of their body, just under the skin. You
can find out what they're called by cutting up these 21
squares and putting the rainbow fish back together. (The

numbers on the squares will help you do it.)

These sensitive tubes of fluid are called:

They can detect the slighest vibrations in the water. The
fish know there is danger the moment you put your hand
in the water.

Junior Rangers visiting Central Australian waterholes during
the winter months may come across dead fish lying on the
banks. These are Bony Bream Nematalosa erebi and they
are usually about 20em long. The annual winter die off is due
to a protozoan called Chilodonella sp which feeds on the
outer layers of the fish's gills.The parasites love cold water

and reduce the Bony Bream's ability to extract oxygen.



Many of the native animals that lived in Central Australia last century have now disappeared. Can you decode the

hames of these animals? [tﬂdﬁ: |=lr 2=B, 3=C, El’l-]‘
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: : It was a great digger.
= -‘_.er:.:\:.n-.'h.";-‘.;:" Rabbitﬁ havﬂ now tﬁ'kﬂn
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This long-nosed animal lived s ol
in sandy country with spinifex. %6 piace.
19 20 9 3 11 14 5 19 20 2 9 12 2 25 \‘

This animal is the
size of a rabbit.

There are now only
about 2000 of

This animal used them left

to build itself a
house from sticks.

4.1{ 13 1 12 1

A
It lives in spinifex country and is

one of the smallest members

It is common in
of the kangaroo family.

It's on the brink of

extinction.

other parts of
Australia but is

How very rarg in

the centre.
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5 b I'f ' Thsﬁe crafty cruatﬁ’aeanﬁ survive
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rain. They burrow down in the mud
when the watér drigs up.

Shrlmps
on fop

of Ayers
Rock?

Shield Shrimps Triops australiensis look a bit like
tadpoles. They appear in muddy outback pools after
heavy rain. The shrimps die when the water dries up
but their egge are preserved in the mud, Next time it
rains, they hatch.

Fro s W The Desert 5;5;_,__ for:;'i;f X -:;‘"g Notaden
e h } ﬁ‘ nichollsi is a fat little creature that lives .
In ' e i SRR in a most unlikely plaa&;_fﬁ-‘*élse:ps in the

— G % &y desert sand during the dry times and
Tu “uml GraNG .' 5 emerges after rain to eat and breed. It

doesn't hop like a frogishould, instead it

Deser'? - fsio - /0 waddles slowly on a]!fﬁpf*'a




Bush Tomatoes Solanum chippendalei grow on small bushes in the red sand of Central Australia.

The plants grow among the spinifex clumps but do best when they have got a bit of room. Aboriginal
people have learned how to use fire to produce a good crop.

They set fire to the spinifex to clear some space. The stems and leaves of the Bush Tomato also
get burnt but the roots survive under the sand. New branches shoot up after the rain and bear
lots of fruit.
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