


Territory towns are
teeming with terrific wildlife.
Wherever there's u tree, a
patch of bush, an old log or

a flower bed you'll find them.
You may even find wildlife
in your loo.

The brown Desert Tree Frog

The smaller, brown Desert Tree Frog, Litoria

rubella hangs around in dunnies Pecause other

water is usually hard to find.

Life in the Back Yard

The Green Tree Frog
The large Green Tree Frog Litoria caerulea is
a common resident of Darwin. Males
sometimes call from within tree hollows and
occasionally even toilet bowls. The sound
bounces off these objects and makes it

even louder.

Insect-eating bats
Small insect-eating bats are common in all Territory towns.

They use echolocation at night to catch moths and other
insects. We don't notice them because their calls are normally
too high pitched for our ears to pick up.

An exception e Central Australia's White-Striped Mastiff-bat.
Ite metallic-sounding tik-tik-tik call is a common night sound,
especially late in the evening.

Flyina-foxes are not found in the Centre but are very common
in the Top End. Unfortunately many are electrocuted and end
up dangling from electricity wires.



Long-tailed Grasshoppers
KRatydids (or Long-tailed Grasshoppers) also
call at night. These green insects perch in
the branches of shrubs. Most people think
that the noise is made by crickets.

Bandicoots have disappeared from

Central Australia but are still common in

Darwin parks and gardens.

They sniff around grassy areas at night

for grubs, insects and worms. They may

also raid your compost heap.

There are loads of lizards in our towns.

Diporiphora bilineata is common in the Top End.

at night on the branches of trees and shrubs.

This lively dragon grows to 25 cm long. It sleeps
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To decode the dragon’s
(OMMon name: you
must first match the

animal on the left with
the correct statement
on the right.

Cockroach
Kingfisher
Huntsmarn
Gecko
Fossum
Kite

Skink

Caper white

(L)
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()
(B)
(W)
(0)
(N)
(E)

can walk upside down

loves flowers and fruits

very ancient animal

a type of butterfly

perches on electricity wires
eats flies

scavenges at garbage dumps

skinny lizard
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The Barn Owl

This owl ie a supreme night hunter. [t can
capture its prey in total darknese.

Its distinctive, flat feathered face acts like a
funnel, directing sounds to ite ears.

Its eyes are so big, there is no room in its
head for muscles to move them. Instead it is
able to move its whole head in almost any
direction without moving its body.

Silent Flight

The small animals that Barn Owls prey onh are very
alert and have excellent hearing. To avoid being
heard the Barn Owl has feathers that are
specially adapted for silent flight. The leading
edges of the flight feathers have a comb-like edge
and the trailing edges are downy soft. So there's
no rustling of feathers when they fly.
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 Barn Owl
Crossword

5. Alert

©. Sounds

7. Barn Owl
Fellets
Shelter

Silence
&. Feathers




A Barn Owl’s Diet
The diet of a Barn Owl largely consists of mice. Owls
regurgitate pellets made of the indigestible remains of their

meal; bones, fur and skin. You'll find these pellets under
their roosts.

When they are fresh the pellets
are covered with sticky mucous
designed to protect the birds ™
throat when the pellets are

being brought up.
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You can attract birds to your garden by planting
native trees and shrubs. The best ones to plant are
the ones that grow naturally in your area.
Honeyeaters love our unique bottlebrushes, grevilleas
and eucalyptus. Their long beak is ideally suited for
poking into the flowers.

The tip of a Honeyeater's tongue is like a paintbrush

that can empty a flower of nectar in seconds.

Drunk Honeyeaters
Sometimes the nectar sits in the flowers for a long
time and becomes alcoholic. It ferments like grape
juice does to become wine. So If you see a wobbly
honeyeater, it may not be injured, just drunk.

Keep an Eye on the Cat

Cats make great pets but they also kill birds and other wildlife.

In big cities such as Sydney and Melbourne, scientists estimate
that millions of native birds are killed each year by family pete.
You can help your back yard wildlife by fitting your cat with a bell,
having it desexed and keeping it indoors at night.

The brush-tipped tongue of a
White-plumed Honeyeater.




| am another bird with a sweet tooth.

| admit I'm a bit of a loud mouth, especially around sunset.

| was the first Australian parrot to be illustrated in colour.
An Englishman called Feter Brown included me in his 1774 book,
“New lllustrations of Zoology.”

Like the honeyeaters, | also have a brush-tipped tongue. | really
enjoy the sweet flowers of the Yellow Flame Tree Peltophorum
pterocarpum which blooms late in the year. There are a lot of

them planted on Darwin streets. The nectar ferments.in the heat.

Use these two number codes to colour my feathers and spell my name.

1=orange 2-dark blue 3=green 4=blackish-blue 5=yellow
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Willie Wagtails are common urban birds. Many
birds flick their tails up and down. But Willie is
one of the few to wag the tail from side to side.
Willie Wagtails rarely wag their tails when they
are sitting on a perch. So why do they do it when
they're on the ground? Use the code above to
help you find out.

21 12 18 2 25 14 152200525 V159 001 25 2122

21 12 1 14 11 13 24 7 25 25




How long does a
baby possum stay in
its Mums pouch?
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Brushtail Fossums have survived in Australia's big
cities even though other wildlife has disappeared.
This ie because they've been able to adapt to the
urban environment.

Mature native trees are rare in the cities. The
possums have learnt to shelter in the ceilings of
peoples houses, instead of tree hollows.

In a recent study in Victoria, scientists showed that
most Common Brushtail Fossums removed from
people’s ceilings survived only a few weeks and only
one survived long term. This sole survivor travelled
more than Bkm to find its way into the roof of

a house.

Northern Brushtails
Northern Brushtail Fossums are smaller than their
southern cousins and their tail is not as bushy, They
prefer areas with tall eucalypts that don't get burnt
very often.

Nest Hollows

Fossums and many other native animals use hollows
in trees for shelter and nesting. The number of
hollows available for these animals is decreasing as
humans clear trees for development. We can grow
new hative trees in our gardens but it can take a
long time for these to form hollows.

We can help our native wildlife by building nest boxes

and putting them in our yards.
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%{#%{ v of our back yard ecosystem. Sometimes large, hairy hunteman
lﬁg’% spiders enter our houses, where our walls make good
ﬁ# 'lr' - replacements for the trunks of trees that they normally inhabit.
rﬂsy Luckily these spiders are harmless - unless you are a mothl
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Be more careful with this spider VIT|VIKINJF|H

because its bite packs a punch. It GIm|lv|x|o|Y]|U

builds an untidy web in the corners vylsimlalilela
of windows and flyscreens.

To find out its name, cross out all the X{JIN|SIPIT)]

letters F.G, J, M, N, @, T, V, W. X, Y and Z. -7 DIG|W|E|F|Z]|R

Then string together the remaining ones.

Have you ever wondered why cockroaches are so
hard to catch when you chase them with a shoe?
The answer’s in the tail.

Next time you have a close encounter with a cocky in your kitchen,
notice its two little tails. They're actually an extra pair of feelers,
covered with minute hairs. This is why cockies are so hard to
catch, As you move around the room you disturb the air. The

cockies feel you coming and are off in a fiash.

Australia has over 400 species of native bush cockroaches.
Unfortunately many of these get a bad name from the introduced
roaches that invade our homes. The next time you see a
cockroach in your garden take a second look, it might be a bush

cockroach that has no intention of roaming indoors. §  Native Bush
: : - Cockroach




These hidden words go in all directions und some are written backwards.
Colour the boxes as you find each letter.

 AGILE WALLABY IBIS | I:II:II:I[II!IEIHIIIEIEII!

ANT INSECT miafBlafNiplijciofoTB]|

BANDICOOT KITE Rlo[rR[s|[1]|s]i|m[ofr]n]a]

con L OnOnOnOonOOn
D

CICADA MOPOKE

CRICKET MOTH ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
CROW MOUSE ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
DOVE _ ORIOLE (E|NJw s E[ifafLfr]i]Eft]
EURO POSSUM [N[r{ajulv]o|N|afrfc|c|l]
i ad SKINK o|K|s[m{ofL[TIR|CIA|T|G]
GALL SPIDER nngnnnn“nnnn

GECKO WAGTAIL
HONEYEATER WASP
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