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Appendix to  

“The beautiful boys” – Aboriginal houseboys in Darwin 

by Victoria Haskins 

 

Names of former houseboys and their employers 

Name Where from Employer Time period and 

remarks 

Source 

Joe  Anson 1930s George Anson TS 612, tape 

1, 9 

Strangler Melville Island Duke, Betty 1940s Betty Duke TS 791, side A, 

tape 1, 4-5 

Tommy 

Lyons 

 Dorothea 

Lyons 

Worked with wife 

Maudy 

One unnamed worker 

from Delissaville 

Dorothea Lyons TS 84-1/2, 

5-6, 17-18 

Deacon Pine Creek? Sarah Feeney 1930s Sarah Feeney TS 1011, tape 

1, side A, 11, 29 

Johnny  Sylvia Fairlie 1940s; aged about 12 Sylvia Fairlie TS 200, 2, 18 

John  Emma 

Lawrence 

1940s? 1920s? Emma Lawrence, TS 464, 

tape 2, 10-12, 17. 

unnamed Bathurst Island Hugh Barclay Late 1940s-60s Hugh Carey Barclay TS 6, 

tape 16, side B, 343 

Willie  Hazel Mackey Late 1930s. Former 

buffalo-shooter 

Hazel Mackey TS 625, tape 

2, side A, 6-7, 13 

Paddy   Mollie Leslie  Mollie Leslie TS 475, tape 

1, 27-29 

Barney  Mollie Leslie  Mollie Leslie TS 475, tape 

1, 27-29 

Banana  Con Scott 

(child) 

 Find source Thomas 

O’Connor (Con) Scott TS 

616, tape 1, side B, 14-15 

Nim  Arthur Black  Arthur Black TS 14, 13-14 

Nim  Valerie 

Fletcher 

(child) 

1920s, 1930s. Nim 

died of TB while the 

family was away. 

Valerie Fletcher TS 551, 

tape 1, 9-10. 

Rex  Ruby Selman Matron of HC Home. Ruby Selman TS 322, tape 

1, side B, 18, 22. 
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Name Where from Employer Time period and 

remarks 

Source 

Buck-Up  Bernadette 

Wing 

 Bernadette (Bunny) Wing 

TS 611, tape 1, side A, 4, 5 

Nipper 

Katinga 

 Bernadette 

Wing 

Went with family to 

Brisbane in 1939, died 

there of pneumonia in 

1943 

Bernadette (Bunny) Wing 

TS 611, tape 1, side A, 2, 4, 

5, 6, 17. 

Deaf Jack  Bernadette 

Wing 

 Bernadette (Bunny) Wing 

TS 611, tape 1, side A, 5, 

tape 1, side B, 17 

Lazarus 

Lamilami 

(South) 

Goulburn 

Island 

Austin   Rev Lazarus Lamilami, 

Lamilami Speaks: The Cry 

Went Up, A Story of the 

People of Goulburn Islands, 

North Australia (Sydney: 

Ure Smith, 1974), 202-203. 

Charlie  Judy Ozanne 1930s Judy Ozanne TS 747, tape 

1, side A, 2. 

Cookie  Judy Ozanne 1930s Judy Ozanne TS 747, tape 

1, side A, 2. 

Sugar  Judy Ozanne 1930s Judy Ozanne TS 747, tape 

1, side A, 2. 

Jumbo Melville Island Betty 

Dangerfield 

 Betty Dangerfield TS 187, 

tape 1, 10. 

Mack Larrakia Drysdales With wife Mary, 

worked for two 

generations 

Bessie Robinson, TS 112, 

tape 4, side 2, 32. 

 

Compiled by Victoria Haskins, University of Newcastle 

 


