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LIZARDS RULE! O.K.?

If we don’t count Antarctica, Australia is the
driest continent on Earth. Most of the Northern
Territory is dry country. This is the land of the
lizards.

Lizards do well in dry country. They're very
energy efficient. One day’s food supply for a
small mammal will last a lizard of the same size

more than a month. In tough times

they can become inactive
and save energy until

conditions improve.

The Northern Territory has an amazing number of
lizards, big and small. The big goannas look a bit
scary, but none of our lizards are really
dangerous.

This edition of the Junior Ranger Review will

introduce you to some of our interesting lizards
and other reptiles.

A number of Territory mammals have become
extinet in the last 100 years. But our lizards have
survived. With your help we can make sure they
all live happily ever after.

The Two-lined Dragon Djperiphora bilineata is common in
Darwin gardens which have lots of mulch and leaf litter.

[t spends the day hunting insects. At night it
sleeps on the branches of trees and shrubs.

<

other wildlife.

Territory Anti-Litter
.0 Committee

The Territory Anti-litter Committee generously supports the Junior Ranger program. Litter is
not just an ugly sight. Old cans, bottles and other rubbish are potential death traps for lizards and

“Do the Right Thing - Don’t Mess Up Your Territory™.




Our Frilled Lizard

The word dragon makes us think of fire-breathing monsters. But the Top End’s frilled dragon is a
harmless creature.

The Frilled Lizard Chlamydosaurus kingii is
seen a lot in the wet season but not the dry.

During the dry season they hide in rough
barked trees, don’t eat much and aren’t very
active. Theyre hard to spot. If you walk near
their tree they move around to the other side of
the trunk so you can’t see them.

The lizard’s frill contains a number of fine,
\flexible rods like the spokes of an umbrella. It
“opens its frill when it wants to look ferocious.




Ta-Ta Lizards

Long tailed lizards, more than a foot long, are common near Territory waterholes. Don’t be surprised
if they wave to you as they scurry away! :

Gilbert's Dragon Lophognathus gilberti 1s common near water
in the Top End. It has a distinctive white stripe
on each side of its face.

The Long-nosed Water Dragon
Lophognathus longirostris may be spotied
near waterholes in the Centre. It has a yellow
stripe along each side of its body.

These two animals are sometimes called
*“fa-ta lizards”. You can find out why by
decoding the following puzzle.

20 8 5 12 19 26 1 18 4 4 1 .19 8 5 19 1T 12:145034° 7 20 '8 5
7 18 15 21 14 4 19 20 15 16 19 1921 4 4 5 14 12 25 1 14 4
23 1 225 19 15 14 5 1 18 13 NS 9 6 19 1% 26,9 14 7

718154 ;2 255




What’s my name?

If you cross out all the letters a, b and ¢ you should be able to work out what

atchoarbncy decebwvail

Despite its name and fearsome look, it’s quite harmless. Its diet consists entirely of small black ants.
When it’s hungry it finds an ant trail. It has a couple of hundred of them for dinner.

It also has an amazing way of drinking. Its skin is covered with many tiny grooves which all lead to its
‘mouth. If it stands in a puddle the water runs up its legs, across the skin and into its mouth.

The spines on its body are for collecting rain water from the air and dew from plants.




Miniature Dinosaurs

Goannas are the largest lizards in Australia. They are different from all other lizards because they
have a forked tongue - like a snake.

You often see Sand Goannas soaking
up the sun on Central Australian
roads in summer. Unfortunately they
often get run over. Centralian Sand Goannas are
i about half a metre long and
have a distinctive yellow tail.

The Top End cousins of the Sand Geannas are
much bigger. You may spot then
picnic areas looking for foods:
Scavengers.

ooannas may stand up on their back legs
oproach them, They arch their back and
ey feel threatened. They re not

sive animals but you should treat them

| Fespect.
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Tortoise Or Turtle?

Tortoises spend all their life on land. Turtles live in water. In Australia there are many turtles but no
tortoises.

In Australia we've got both freshwater

turtles and marine turtles. The freshwater
ones go ashore to sunbake or lay eggs. 4
But they spend most of their time in &
the water.

Freshwater turtles have clawed fegl
regularly come to the surface to

The best place to spot them in the Top
End is near shaded banks of paperbark

swamps or billabongs. They avoid open stretches
of water exposed to direct sunlight.

You may spot them with a torch very early
in the morning or in the evening. They are
likely to be feeding at these times. They eat
aquati_c insects, tadpoles, crustaceans and
mussels.

Marine turtles have flippers. These large
animals roam widely in the warm tropical
seas. The females lay their eggs at night on
Top End beaches when the tide is high.
They lay the soft white eggs in deep holes
which they scoop out with their back
flippers. Several weeks later the young
turtles dig their way to the surface and head for
the sea. They have to face many enemies on this
short but dangerous journey to the water’s edge.

Sea Turtle



Short necks and long ones

There are a couple of types of short-necked turtle in the
Top End. The Yellow-faced Turtle Emydura krreffti is
found near the coast. Further inland, the turtle you are
most likely to see is the Northern Snapping Turtle
Elsaya dentata.

The Northern Snake-necked
Turtle Chelodina rugosa
prefers paperbark
swamps to rivers and
large billabongs. 1f the
water dries up it buries
itself in the mud until the
next wet season.

Pet Turtles

Can you keep turtles
as pets?

Decode this number
puzzle to find out.
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Word Hunt

Can you find these 16 words in the puzzle? The names go in all directions: across, up, down, diagonally
and backwards. Cross out the letters as you go.
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You should have 18 letters left over. String them together to spell two mystery words.




A Great Hunter

One of the Territory’s most skilful hunters is only 10 cm long and has no trouble walking upside down
on the ceiling.

The House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus is a native of Indonesia, Malaysia,
New Guinea and many Pacific islands. It is now common in Top End
houses where it’s chuck-chuck-chuck call is a familiar sound.

Geckoes stalk their insect prey like a cat. Their big eyes can detect the slightest movement from a long
way off. When they spot some likely tucker, they rush to within a short distance of it. Then, slowly, one
foot at a time, the hunter closes in on the victim. Finally it lunges forward at lightning speed to grasp the
insect in its jaws.




The poor legless lizards

Nature hasn’t been kind to these harmless little creatures. For starters they weren't given any legs.
But that’s not their only problem.

Legless lizards are nocturnal creatures which hunt
insects and spiders at night. You may find them
under rocks or clumps of grass when you’re
gardening.

Unfortunately, people mistake them for snakes,
freak out and kill them.

Delma tineta is found throughout
the Territory. It's grey-brown and
has a dark head.

Differences between snakes and legless lizards.

Believe it or not, legless lizards’ closest relatives are geckoes, not snakes.

—

Legless lizards don’t have a forked tongue.

2. They have two ear openings on their head. (Snakes don’t have ears.)
3. Legless lizards have scaly flaps where their back legs used to be.
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What’s in a name?

Names can be very confusing. Did you know that ...

I.  The dangerous King Brown Snake is
actually a member of the black snake
family.

2. The Brown Tree Snake is no relation at all,
and it’s not a danger to people.

The Brown Tree Snake lives in the
Top End. If you visit Cutta Cutta
Caves, near Katherine, you may
spot it near cave entrances. [t
catches bats as they leave the caves
at night to feed.

BROWN TREE SNAKE

3. The Children’s Python has nothing to do with Kids! Naturalist John Gray named it in 1842 after
his former boss at the British Museum, John George Children.

NORTHERN DEATH ADDER
4. The Common Adder

(or Viper) is a snake of
Europe and Asia. It has a
thick body, short tail and
broad head.

The Territory’s Death Adders
look similar but are no relation
at all!




Looking after our lizards.

To preserve our native wildlife, rangers need the
help of the whole community. Do the right thing
yourself and educate others about conservation.

1.  Don’t kill or capture lizards.

Lizards are protected animals. You can
keep them as pets. But you must get them

from a pet shop or licenced dealer, not from
the bush.

2. Control your dog or cat.

Cats and dogs make great pets but they also
kill lizards and other wildlife. Don’t let
vour animals roam the neighbourhood or
local bush.

3.  Create a bush garden

Don’t send leaves, twigs and grass cuttings
to the dump. Put them on vour garden beds
so there’s lots of hiding places for lizards.
And plant local native trees and shrubs.
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